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him as Chief and setting out his obligations. All villages lying
within the district limits, where they were not exposed to trans-
frontier raids, were to be deprived of guns, except in the case of
well-disciplined chiefs, to- whom they might be re-issued after
having been registered and numbered.

To carry out this policy one military and four police columns
were employed to the west of the Irrawaddy during the open
season of 1891-92.

Up to this time little had been done with regard to the country

east of the Irrawaddy, but frequent outrages committed by the

,,      tribes there now showed us the necessity

Tribes east of the Irrawaddy.                .                            _.      .   ,             i

of brmgmg these districts under our

control. In approaching these tribes we had to t deal, not with
nationalities, but with groups of independent savages with no
inter-tribal coherence. Besides this difficulty, the Kachin hills
along the Chinese frontier served as a screen for bad characters,
who were in the habit of assembling on the Yunnan side of the
frontier and making periodical raids into British territory. Mogaung
had been repeatedly threatened and the india-rubber trade had
been completely disorganized, while rumours of the presence of
armed bands rendered a revival of trade between Burma and Yunnan
impossible.

It was therefore decided to deal with the Kachins east of the
Irrawaddy in the same way as with the tribes in the west. To
carry out this policy the whole of the North-Eastern Bhamo Frontier
from Namhkam in the Shan States to Sadon was visited during the
cold season of 1891-92 by four columns. Only one of these, the
Irrawaddy Column, met with any opposition. This column ex-
plored the section of the frontier between Nam Tabet and the
'Nmai Hka, in which district it had been previously decided to
establish a post at Sadon, a village lying at the junction of' the two
main routes from China.

Leaving Myitkyina on the 23rd December 1891 the column

TKe Irrawaddy Column.        m^hed without opposition as far as  the

Tingri stream.   A mile beyond this was

a strong stockade which was carried after half an hour5 s fighting,
with the loss of one Gurkha wounded. On the 30th December
Sadon was attacked on two sides and was taken after some opposi-
tion. The building of a post was immediately started, and after